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James Rosenquist Multiverse You Are, I Am at Acquavella Galleries
(New York, NY) Acquavella Galleries is delighted to present Multiverse You Are, I Am, an exhibition of new
work by renowned Pop artist James Rosenquist from September 10th to October 13th, 2012. The exhibition
will feature eleven paintings – two of which are monumental in scale – that reflect the artist’s continued
interest in time and outer space.
James Rosenquist is one of the most celebrated artists of our time. Known for his leadership in the American
Pop Art movement, James Rosenquist began his career as a billboard painter in New York City. This
experience inspired him to work on a large scale. With bright Day-Glo colors and a sleek aesthetic,
Rosenquist’s early work juxtaposed fragmented images derived from advertising to create enigmatic, thoughtprovoking narratives that foster a dialogue about consumer culture.
Throughout the 1970s, Rosenquist continued to paint works with cultural and political themes. He also
experimented with unconventional materials and site-specific installations. In 1976, he built a house and
studio in Aripeka, Florida to accommodate the ever-increasing size of his work and his numerous large-scale
commissions. Inspired by the Florida climate, Rosenquist completed a series of vibrant paintings about
reincarnation which included tropical flora and fauna, people, and animals in the 1980s.
In the late 1990s Rosenquist began a new series, The Speed of Light, in which he explored themes of space, light
and relativity in vibrantly colored, abstract paintings and has continued to explore the perception of time and
space in his most recent work. “Rosenquist’s work has always reflected his fascination with the chaos,” said
Acquavella Galleries Director Michael Findlay. “In these bold new paintings his typical fragmented images of
reality give way to brilliantly colored abstractions based on observed phenomena in the multiverse.” Much of
the artist’s childhood was spent on the nighttime prairie outside his home in North Dakota during the
Depression, watching the Northern lights, star showers and solar winds that had significant impact on his
visual vocabulary. In the catalogue essay Judith Goldman, who has written extensively on Rosenquist,
describes the new paintings’ pictorial departure, “Each painting is composed of a variety of colliding,
overlapping shapes that meet to form brilliantly colored pyramids, parallelograms and kaleidoscopic fans.”
A highlight of the exhibition is Geometry of Fire (2011), which the artist created in response to his Florida home,
studio and personal collection being destroyed by a brush fire in August 2009. “I did this painting after my
house and studio burned down,” explained Rosenquist. “After his house burned down, [Jean] Cocteau was
asked what he would have saved and he replied, ‘The memory of the fire.’ There’s no rhyme or reason for
what happens when your house or studio burns down. There’s no geometry in fire, there is only wildness and
no logic.”
James Rosenquist (b. 1933) was born in Grand Forks, North Dakota and trained at the Art Students League.
Rosenquist has exhibited in prestigious museums and institutions around the world including The Whitney
Museum of American Art, New York; Wallraf-Richartz-Museum, Cologne; Deutsche Guggenheim, Berlin;
and the Guggenheim Museum, New York, among others. His work is also included in the permanent
collections of renowned institutions such as the Museum of Modern Art, New York; The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, New York; Centre Pompidou, Paris; Deutsche Guggenheim, Berlin; The Detroit Institute of
Art; San Francisco Museum of Modern Art; Dallas Museum of Art; Guggenheim Bilbao; Iwaki City Art
Museum, Japan; The Los Angeles Museum of Contemporary Art; National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa; The
Tate Modern, London.
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